December’s Poetry Slam! featured 800 poet-athletes. Noyes Education Campus (left) made an
impression with its first-ever performance the second night. MacFarland Middle School (top
right) and Raymond Education Campus won the Golden Mic trophy the first night. See p. 7.

Free Woman
| am a free woman! As you can see!
No other woman is as free as me!
People say I'm sour as a pickle, but | think I'm sweet as ice cream.
I’'m bursting with flavor.
Some people believe I'm as mean as the green Grinch on
Christmas Day, but honey!

You don’t know me yet, because I'm actually meaner than a bull!
But | say, no need to hate, because we’re all beautiful!
Really, 'm a cheetah — a fast talking, fast walking & fast writing girl.
| am free.

Lanayia S.
C.W. Harris Elementary School

DC
SCORES

Soccer Family

When we play and practice
it's like we're in a family together.
When somebody doesn’t
know what to do,
we talk to each other and
practice until we get it.
When someone scores
on our goalkeeper,
we support him and keep trying.
It doesn’t matter if we win or lose.
We are still going to be
a family and team.

We are a family and a team,
and we will never forget that.

Group Poem
Truesdell Education Campus
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DC SCORES inspires youth to lead healthy lifestyles,
be engaged students, and become agents of change in their communities.



2010-2011
DC SCORES schools

Ward 1
Bancroft Elementary School

Columbia Heights Education
Campus — Lincoln Middle School

H.D. Cooke Elementary School
Marie Reed Learning Center
Oyster-Adams Bilingual School

Shaw Middle School at
Garnet-Patterson

Tubman Elementary School

Ward 2
Thomson Elementary School

Ward 4
Brightwood Education Campus
MacFarland Middle School
Raymond Education Campus
Truesdell Education Campus

Ward 5
Brookland Education Campus

Hyde Leadership
Public Charter School

Noyes Education Campus
Wheatley Education Campus

Ward 7
Aiton Elementary School
Arts and Technology Academy
Anne Beers Elementary School
Burrville Elementary School
C.W. Harris Elementary School

César Chavez Public Charter
Middle School - Parkside Campus

Kelly Miller Middle School

Ward 8
Howard Road Academy
Johnson Middle School

Executive Director’'s Message

Dear DC SCORES Supporter,

Happy New Year from DC SCORES! We are halfway through the school
year and have much to be proud of and much to look forward to. As you read
through this latest edition of SCOOP, | hope you garner as much admiration
for and pride in our DC SCORES poet-athletes as | do.

This past fall, we hosted our program in more DC public schools than
ever (25), welcoming Johnson Middle School, Noyes Education Campus and
Shaw Middle School at Garnet-Patterson to the DC SCORES family. I'd like
to thank all of our students, soccer and writing coaches, parents, and part-
ners for your participation, hard work, and positivity. To gain just a glimpse of
insightinto DC SCORES, please read about the season’s culminating events,
the Capital Cup Championship (p. 4) and our marquee Poetry Slam! (p. 7).

Thank you to our long-time foundation, government, and corporate
supporters and all the individuals who contributed to DC SCORES through
our winter donor campaign and first ever Holiday Classic adult recreational
fundraising tournament (p. 4)! Because of your generosity, we continue to
host an innovative program for our over 800 enrolled poet-athletes.

This spring, DC SCORES poet-athletes will be back at it on the soccer
field, improving their skills and continuing to evolve as positive teammates and
leaders; further, they will turn their creative writing attention to using words
and a project-based formula to make positive changes in and around their
communities (p. 6). The service-learning projects and incredible teamwork
on and off the field make SCORES a unique and impactful program for all
of the students each spring.

As fans and supporters of DC SCORES, we ask that you take part in
one or all of our upcoming student and fundraising events (p. 3). We host
numerous events each spring that help sustain our program, celebrate our
students’ accomplishments, and are just plain fun to be a part of. | hope to
see you all soon!

Sincerely,

Amy Nakamoto
Executive Director

QUICK FACTS

« DC SCORES runs the largest after-school program in the District, serving 800
students at 25 schools in six of the city’s eight wards.

» DC SCORES runs the ONLY soccer leagues for public elementary and middle
school students in the District.

* DC SCORES hosts the largest youth Poetry Slam! in the District.
» DC SCORES provides over 120 hours of physical activity annually.

« DC SCORES provides over 90 hours of academic enrichment and language
arts instruction annually.

DC SCORES Takes Social Media hy Storm
DCSCORES.blogspot.com | Twitter.com/DCSCORES
Facebook.com/DCSCORES | YouTube.com/DCSCORES







By Jake Lloyd
Communications & Development Assistant

DC SCORES’ middle school season couldn’t have
featured a more exciting ending in late November.

In a pair of thrilling games at Bell Multicultural High
School, the Oyster-Adams Bilingual School boys team
defeated Lincoln Middle School in a shootout and the
Friendship Edison Junior Academy girls beat Paul Public
Charter School 2-1.

In the boys finale, the lead switched hands twice
in the second half before regulation ended 2-2. It came
down to penalty kicks, and Oyster-Adams goalie Dennys
P. made a save and then scored on the team’s sixth kick
to secure the victory.

Both teams put forth an incredible effort and display
of skills, showing just how much the players had come
together during the DC SCORES season.

“It was really about keeping our heads straight,
and if we lost that was not going to be a big deal,” said

lan Oliver
Oyster-Adams defeated Lincoln on penalty kicks in the Capital Cup Championship boys game; the Friendship Edison girls beat Paul, 2-1.

Oyster-Adams coach Carlos Cardenas.

The girls championship game pitted two schools
against each other that don’t have DC SCORES pro-
gramming but have taken advantage of the opportunity
to play in the District’s only middle school soccer league.

This fall featured a record 12 middle school boys
teams and 11 girls teams.

“It means everything,” said Friendship Edison coach
Mensa Prescott. “We’ve only been doing this for four
years and we have (previously) not been close to going
to the playoffs or the championship.”

The final outcomes aside, both games showcased
the amount of dedication the teams put into the fall 2010
season and the bonds they created with teammates.

And they were a joy to watch for the hundreds of
spectators who lined the sideline at Bell.

“This has been, by far, the most competitive Capital
Cup Championship ever,” DC SCORES Executive Direc-
tor Amy Nakamoto told the teams afterward.

DC SCORES holds first Holiday Classic soccer tournament

On a mid-December Saturday, 12
teams braved the cold to participate in the
first DC SCORES Holiday Classic pre-
sented by District Sports.

Playing at Cardozo Senior High
School, the co-ed teams participated in
round-robin play throughout the morn-
ing and into the afternoon before Pretty
Princesses defeated AC Qatar in the title
game, 4-3.

The Classic was sponsored by District
Sports, Duffy’s Irish Pub and Starbucks,
and raised $3,700 for DC SCORES'’ after-
school programming.
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