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Dear America SCORES 
Poet-Athletes,

I truly believe in the power of America SCORES! Growing up, I 
remember how much I loved to get outside and play the game of 
soccer. You are lucky to be able to do that together, and to write 
poetry and help your communities to boot! I’m sure your parents, 
teachers, and coaches are proud to watch you learn and grow.

The teamwork, leadership, and commitment you gain in America 
SCORES will help you achieve success throughout life. I am 
fortunate to have played soccer at many different levels, from 
youth leagues in Michigan, to the Serie A in Italy, to MLS and the 
U.S. National Team. Remembering these values helped me be my 
best on and off the soccer field. I am proud to have witnessed you 
demonstrate them during the past year. These values not only 
apply to sports, but also to everyday life. I carry them to my 
profession as a soccer analyst for ESPN and also into my passion 
for music – I play the guitar and sing in my own band. The band 
knows that we have to be very committed to practicing and 
working together in order to make our music sound great!

I know each of you will find great success in the future. The poems 
in this issue of Kicker! are an incredible display of your talents. As 
long as you work hard and stay committed to your passions, you 
will excel in whatever goals you set for yourself. Keep up the great 
work!

•Born June 1, 1970 in Birmingham, MI.

•Played for the U.S. Men’s National Team between 1991 and 1998, 
appearing in 2 Olympic and 2 FIFA World Cup Tournaments.

•First American to play in the Italian Serie A.

•Played in the inaugural season of the MLS for the New England 
Revolution.

•Elected to the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 2006.

Alexi Lalas

Alexi playing 
for the 1999 U.S. 
National Team 1



LearNiNg 
Every Day...

300,000 hours 
speNt writiNg 
poetry

600,000 hours speNt
playiNg soccer &
beiNg active

“If you practice writing and performing poetry, you will 
get better and better. My participation in the National 
Poetry SLAM! influenced me to continue writing poetry 
forever. I will never stop.”

Maria S., age 11
New York

Photo Credit: Alex Castro
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Who 
We Are
We are awesome soccer 
players,
We always stick together
We try not to give up we 
don’t have to worry
Because we have each 
other
We are POSITIVE and 
STRONG
And we always get 
along
We are kind and never 
mean
We do the right thing
By helping our 
community
We are determined to 
be your everyday 
heroes
When we do poems we 
like to rhyme
And when we play 
soccer
We have a good time!

What we want is 
compassion between 
each other
Smiling kids having fun
Enough equipment for 
everyone
Respect is all we need
Together is how we can 
succeed
Peace and love is what 
we will receive

We promote positive 
social interaction
Teaching games, while 
having fun
Making sure there’s 
something for everyone
Finding things we have 
in common 
Doing good things
To help each other get 
along

Girls Team
Dunlap Elementary 
Seattle 

Cuando Conocí El 
Futbol 

De salto en salto 
llegué a la meta 
Cantando alegre una 
linda canción
Sorprendí a todos pues 
no esperaban
Lleue como un rayito de 
luz
Me diste la vida y lo que 
soy
Nunca en la vida me 
olvidaré
Todo tu esfuerzo y 
dedicación
Viviré pensando en el 
querido padre 
Que Dios generos me 
concedió
Quiero compartir 
contigo mis alegrias 
Mis emociones y mis 
tristezas 
Hacerte feliz y todos los 
días
Tenerte siempre en mi 
corazón

Abel A., age 10
PS 325
New York

Soccer, Oh Soccer!

Soccer, oh soccer
you’re great to me
soccer, oh soccer
you’re like bait in the sea

soccer, oh soccer
you’re good to me
especially when you put 
me in as a goalie

soccer, oh soccer
I hate when I fall
soccer, oh soccer
I just wanna kick the ball!

soccer, oh soccer
I play you at night
soccer, oh soccer
I tell my mom to keep on 
the light

soccer, oh soccer
you’re special to me
everybody say it with 
me:
SOCCER, OH SOCCER!

Group Poem
Brookland Education 
    Campus
DC

I Am From…

I am from helping 
people.
I am from having fun in 
the summer.
I am from solving hard 
puzzles.
I am from drawing cool 
pictures.
I am from loving 
animals.
I am from writing 
poetry.
I am from a happy 
person.
I am ME!

Abdiel A., age 10
Windlake Elementary
Milwaukee

You Can Fall

You can fall from the sky,
fall from a tree.
The best way is to fall 
in love with me.

Lavonte S., age 10
Braddock Drive
    Elementary
LA

A YEAR IN POETRY
Your words, your voices

My Friend that Moved

I love my friend
Who moved away from 
me. There’s nothing more 
to say. The love ends
soft as it began
I loved my friend who 
moved away. Now your
swing is missing 
from the lawn.
How will I face each      
empty day without
my friend who gave     
me a fun life?

3

Kathy Z., age 10
Cheltenham             
    Elementary
Denver



Should I Be Scared or 
Brave?                   
 
When I am in the dark, 
I hear sounds.
Should I be scared or 
brave?
While I am asleep, 
I have bad dreams.
Should I be scared or 
brave?
When I get a 
compliment, 
I get teased.
Should I be scared or 
brave? 
When I get a treat, 
others get jealous.
Should I be scared or 
brave?
I choose to conquer my 
fears.
I choose to be brave.
 
Tyrone E., age 11
Wade Park School
Cleveland

The Feeling of Sound

Jazz in the street
Sweetheart feel the beat
I’m on a cloud with 
my first nightmare
And no more my heart 
can bare
Get me out of the silver 
night
And give me a harmful 
fright
Joy and kindness falls
when it starts
Hope and charity fills my 
heart
Smooth and easy
Soft and breezy
This is the way I found
To show the feeling of 
sound

Asia Z., age 9 
Catalyst School
Chicago

The Ocean
 
The waves can be 
gentle
Like kittens nibbling at 
your feet.
They dance up to the 
shoreline
In a way that is tidy and 
neat.
The waves can be 
raging wild
Like tigers on the shore.
They crash like thunder.
They beat with an angry 
war.
I sit indoors and watch 
the sea
And wait for the sun to 
shine.
Soon, the storm will pass 
away
And the beach will 
again be mine.
I’ll splash among the 
gentle waves
And play in my salty 
home
With gulls and 
pelicans at my side
Riding summer waves 
topped with foam.
 
Giselle G., age 10
Braddock Drive 
    Elementary 
LA

School Is Cool

School is cool
Too bad it doesn’t have 
a pool
Can’t run in the halls
Or draw on the walls
I do all my math
And stay on the right 
path
I play games on the 
computer
And still have time to 
plan my future

William W., age 10
Bailey Gatzert 
    Elementary 
Seattle

Uganda Wants Peace

In Uganda some people 
Won’t wake up 
Why? Because it was too 
hot
Or they were hurt or shot

But some children 
believed
And like Annah who 
achieved
But remember everyone
Uganda wants peace
We All Will Help Them 
Succeed

Jada B., age 11
Nance Elementary
St. Louis

Flower

I’m a flower with cheeks 
like red roses
My face is like a 
sunflower
My eyes are as 
wonderful as a 
dandelion sparkling in 
the sun
I’m a Jasmine charm on 
my daisy hands
My arms are like the 
smooth wind in the 
violets 
I hear the wind blow 
through the trees. 

Isabel W., age 9
Redding Elementary
Bay Area

Gardening

We are gardeners,
Planting and pulling
And cutting and pruning
We see our plants 
growing in the sunlight
And Mother Nature 
hugging us in her arms.
We touch beautiful 
flowers and soil so soft.

We smell the fragrance 
of lavender and fresh air.
We hear the wind 
whistling in our ears
And all the grunting and 
groaning and moaning 
of effort
As we plant our garden.
We taste our hard work
And all the things that 
we planted together.

Linda P., age 9
Bailey Gatzert 
    Elementary
Seattle

I Have the Potential

I have the potential to 
be the BEST
But all you see are 
results on a test 
The DC-CAS doesn’t 
assess my true abilities 
Provide me with a 
quality education and 
I’ll achieve proficiency 
I’m tired of teachers 
teaching to a test
Then we leave school 
and still don’t measure 
up against the rest!
Let’s buckle up and not 
settle for less
And work together to be 
the nation’s best
In years to come you 
will hear and speak my 
name
In our nation’s capital or 
on Hollywood’s Walk of 
Fame
Remember…..I have 
the potential to be the 
BEST, but just know that 
my worth is more than 
just the results on some 
standardized test!

Dallas O., age 11
Arts and Technology 
    Academy
DC

I HAVE THE POTENTIAL 
To be the best

4
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Untitled

Lean on me when 
you’re afraid
And I’ll be your favorite 
blanket.
Lean on me when you 
have scored
And I will be your trophy.
Lean on my when you’re 
in danger
And I will be your super 
hero.
Lean on me when you 
are weak
And I will be your power 
boost.

Unknown
Cowell Elementary
Denver

Orphans in Uganda

The orphans in Uganda 
need our help
The orphans in Uganda 
need to rest
The orphans in Uganda 
want the war to end
The orphans in Uganda 
just need to be loved
ALL OVER AGAIN

Dereona N., age11
Nance Elementary
St. Louis

Wonders of Fall

Leaves fall whirl, whirly
Skit, scatter, little squirrely
Fall trees look curly

Fall squirrels grow furry
All creatures hurry, scurry
New day, new story

Jennifer S., age 10
J.W. Riley Elementary
Milwaukee

The Brightest Star in the 
Sky

The brightest star in the 
sky is you, mom.
The shiniest star that 
gives me light during my 
dark nights is you.
The star that always 
listens to me in my nights 
of sorrow is you.
The star that calms me 
down and makes me 
laugh is you.
The star that brightens 
my life is you.
The star that never 
abandons me when no 
one listens to me is you.

Sop R., age 9
Mission Education 
    Center
Bay Area 

My Scary Moment 

I met a girl named Lisa. 
When she saw me she 
tried to hug me 
with her arms stretched 
out towards me. 
I started running from 
her because she 
appeared to be very 
scary. 
She looks to be super 
cool but we are different. 
Her teacher taught me 
how to talk to her. 
Then I got to know her 
and I was not afraid 
anymore. 
I like her and she is my 
best friend.
I am so happy I met her 
and now I know sign 
language.

Kentrella T., age 9
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta

Education Is the Key

I believe I can do it
If I put my mind to it
I can make better 
schools
If I use all my tools
I can pay all my dues 
and go to school too
like Obama did
he made people’s 
dreams come 
true, true, true
True education is the key 
if you want to succeed
Dr. Martin Luther King 
had a dream 
that black and white 
would not have a king
that counts on bling
so instead we got the 
people who sing
Don’t open the door to 
another world Joe
You know me, I’m 
heaven-sent so
Even eleven men with 
clownin’ pens 
Can’t penetrate through 
this mental blend
And pretend to 
understand the trance 
I’ve got them in
Education is the key if 
you want to succeed 
And especially if you 
want to be me
Peace

Darius M., age 14
Chalmers School
Chicago

IF I HAD ONE SUPERPOWER, 
It would be to fly

If I Had One 
Superpower

If I had one superpower 
it would be to fly.
If I could fly I will stop the 
people that steal money 
from the city banks.
If I could fly I will stop the 
people that hurt their 
family.

If I could fly and I see 
a shark that is eating a 
person,
I will fly and kill the shark.

If I could fly and I want 
to go to the Dominican 
Republic 
I will just sit down on the 
top of the airplane.

If I could fly and I see all 
the people in my town 
trying to climb on an 
apple tree 
I will fly and climb on 
the apple tree and take 
all the apples and give 
them to my town.

Tommy A., age 10
PS 192
New York

My Friendship with You

My friendship with you
Is wonderful like miracles
Blah blah blah blah
We talk like parrots
In a world of wonder,
We play dress up
Like little kids all those
Memories
Are still in my heart
I will never forget you,
Your kindness and love
My friendship with you is 
the best

Yanile G., age 11
Gust Elementary
Denver 6



“My community is awesome because the housing 
association helps a lot of people, including people 

with special needs. If I could change one thing in 
my community I would end obesity.” 

- Jordy N.
New York

“Thank you for Junior SCORES! I love 
my friends and soccer!” 

- Carmen P.
Bay Area

“I like soccer practice because I like to exercise and I 
like being outside with my team and with my friends. 
I also like the soccer games because they let me be 

myself all crazy and fun.” 

– Barbara L.
Milwaukee

“I like poetry because it’s a mix of light and 
darkness, and it represents most things.” 

- Sean H.
Cleveland
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ASCAP 

America SCORES and ASCAP, the American Society of Composers, Authors, and Publishers, have 
been teaming up for the past five years to turn your poetry into music. Writing and poetry are a 
part of every day life, and in these opportunities with artists, your poetry is brought to life in 
another way. It’s wonderful to express yourself through poetry, music, and song. 

This past year as a part of this special program, The Great Unknown embarked on a 5-city tour 
to meet America SCORES poet-athletes nationwide. As a band that believes deeply in doing 
everything with its own personality and point of view, they want each of you to understand 
that you have a voice and it’s important to our world. 

With The Great Unknown, you put your words together, joined it with music, and professionally 
recorded songs. Whether through poetry or music, or a combination of the two, continue finding 
a positive way to express yourself. Your words are an important part of who you are. It is your 
voice and leadership that make an impact and better our community.

Turning Poetry
Into Music

8



Heart. Rhythm. Love. 
Sound.

My brothers 
and sisters 

cheering me on
I can surprise you

I live on 
Georgia Avenue

I can call the police
I can treat my 

neighbors honestly
I represent my family

But man I love 
to party

I taught my sister to 
dance

I honestly love
Thought I was in a band

I gave my neighbor 
some money

I live on 
Randolph Street

Se que el espejo 
nunca me miente

Soy mitad mariposa 
abriendo las alas
Soy como el sol a 

media luz
Soy como el sol

Heart. Rhythm. Love. 
Sound.

I taught my brother
So he can be 
proud of me

I learned words I’ll tell 
you a joke

Flowers are important 
and so are ghosts

I learned to tell time
Learned to be safe

I’ll pass you the ball 
and you’ll pass it 

back to me

MacFarland Middle School, DC
with The Great Unknown

9



Mommy

You say,
“I love you, sweetie.”
And I say,
“I love you, Mommy.”
You are the sunshine in 
my life.
You are like chocolate.
You make me shine.

Kaliq B., age 9
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta

La Maestra Espantosa

Her eyes are red and 
they pop out
Her nose is a loooong 
crocodile snout
Her hair is made of slimy 
worms
When she breathes she 
spreads swine flu germs
Her rat teeth are yellow 
and black
And when she speaks 
it sounds like “quack 
quack”
Her fingernails are made 
of broken glass
She scrapes them across 
the chalkboard like 
tentacles green as grass
Her ears are hairy like a 
monkey
Her armpits smell 
cheesey and funky
Her tail is looooong like 
a rat
When she moves she 
leaves slime where she 
sat
Roaches are stuck to her 
armpit hair
When you ask her a 
question she doesn’t 
care
The kids in her class all 
tell me “BEWAAAARE!”
On the scary day of 
Halloween
You can hear all of her 
student’s scream
AHHHHHHH!!!!

Girls Team 
Eli Whitney Elementary
Chicago

Death 

Everyone is going to die
Sometimes close, 
sometimes far
So we should worship 
our lives
And not waste it in a bar
Some people don’t want 
to understand
The cause of our life
Some do and they get 
married with a lovely 
wife
Some don’t understand
And they leave it up to 
fate
So what I am saying is
Enjoy life before it is too 
late.

Jesus O., age 10
Cesar Chavez 
    Learning Center
Dallas

My Hand

I went to see a rock 
band.
I wiggle my hand.
It was so grand.
I clapped my hands.
I snapped my hands.
I grabbed a flower
and gave it to the 
man in the band
who’s name was 
Dan.

Dayanara M., age 8
J.W. Riley 
    Elementary
Milwaukee

The Person Inside Me

I was grumpy and mad 
and now look at me I’m 
healthy and glad.
Learning from the past, 
making healthy choices, 
now I’m running fast.
The person inside me is 
myself, 
I am a helpful person, 
and no matter who it is I 
will always lend a 
helping hand.
I will always tell the truth, 
even if I break it 
sometimes, then I make 
a new promise.
I am a very nice person,
you just have to get to 
know me.
I believe I am someone 
very special,
My kindness makes you 
happy.
My warmth fills you up 
And my thoughtfulness 
makes you glad.
These are the qualities        
that I have, it just makes  
me…me.
The person inside me.

Jonah T., age 11  
Henry Grew School
New England

If I Was King

If I were a king
I would have a castle 
and a moat
And a great golden 
coat
And a farm with 
three-hundred-
twenty-two goats

If I were a king
I would wear a crown 
upon my head
Sleep on a soft 
feathery bed
And my entire kingdom 
would be well fed

If I were a king
There’d be no starvation
We’d all have a five 
month paid vacation
And we’d all have a 
higher education

If I were a king
War would be no more
And each family would 
have
a house with a roof and 
a door

Although I’m no king 
and for now this is a 
dream
Maybe, someday, my 
ideas will reign supreme

Anika B., age 11
Maple Elementary
Seattle

If I Could Build a Town

If I could build a town,
I know just what I’d 
make:
a swimming place
a space to skate
a school with a candy 
store and a slide on 
every floor.

Davian H., age 10 
Washington 
    Elementary
St. Louis
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Untitled

Lean on me when 
you’re afraid
And I’ll be your favorite 
blanket.
Lean on me when you 
have scored
And I will be your trophy.
Lean on my when you’re 
in danger
And I will be your super 
hero.
Lean on me when you 
are weak
And I will be your power 
boost.

Unknown
Cowell Elementary
Denver

Orphans in Uganda

The orphans in Uganda 
need our help
The orphans in Uganda 
need to rest
The orphans in Uganda 
want the war to end
The orphans in Uganda 
just need to be loved
ALL OVER AGAIN

Dereona N., age11
Nance Elementary
St. Louis

Wonders of Fall

Leaves fall whirl, whirly
Skit, scatter, little squirrely
Fall trees look curly

Fall squirrels grow furry
All creatures hurry, scurry
New day, new story

Jennifer S., age 10
J.W. Riley Elementary
Milwaukee

The Brightest Star in the 
Sky

The brightest star in the 
sky is you, mom.
The shiniest star that 
gives me light during my 
dark nights is you.
The star that always 
listens to me in my nights 
of sorrow is you.
The star that calms me 
down and makes me 
laugh is you.
The star that brightens 
my life is you.
The star that never 
abandons me when no 
one listens to me is you.

Sop R., age 9
Mission Education 
    Center
Bay Area 

My Scary Moment 

I met a girl named Lisa. 
When she saw me she 
tried to hug me 
with her arms stretched 
out towards me. 
I started running from 
her because she 
appeared to be very 
scary. 
She looks to be super 
cool but we are different. 
Her teacher taught me 
how to talk to her. 
Then I got to know her 
and I was not afraid 
anymore. 
I like her and she is my 
best friend.
I am so happy I met her 
and now I know sign 
language.

Kentrella T., age 9
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta

Education Is the Key

I believe I can do it
If I put my mind to it
I can make better 
schools
If I use all my tools
I can pay all my dues 
and go to school too
like Obama did
he made people’s 
dreams come 
true, true, true
True education is the key 
if you want to succeed
Dr. Martin Luther King 
had a dream 
that black and white 
would not have a king
that counts on bling
so instead we got the 
people who sing
Don’t open the door to 
another world Joe
You know me, I’m 
heaven-sent so
Even eleven men with 
clownin’ pens 
Can’t penetrate through 
this mental blend
And pretend to 
understand the trance 
I’ve got them in
Education is the key if 
you want to succeed 
And especially if you 
want to be me
Peace

Darius M., age 14
Chalmers School
Chicago

IF I HAD ONE SUPERPOWER, 
It would be to fly

If I Had One 
Superpower

If I had one superpower 
it would be to fly.
If I could fly I will stop the 
people that steal money 
from the city banks.
If I could fly I will stop the 
people that hurt their 
family.

If I could fly and I see 
a shark that is eating a 
person,
I will fly and kill the shark.

If I could fly and I want 
to go to the Dominican 
Republic 
I will just sit down on the 
top of the airplane.

If I could fly and I see all 
the people in my town 
trying to climb on an 
apple tree 
I will fly and climb on 
the apple tree and take 
all the apples and give 
them to my town.

Tommy A., age 10
PS 192
New York

My Friendship with You

My friendship with you
Is wonderful like miracles
Blah blah blah blah
We talk like parrots
In a world of wonder,
We play dress up
Like little kids all those
Memories
Are still in my heart
I will never forget you,
Your kindness and love
My friendship with you is 
the best

Yanile G., age 11
Gust Elementary
Denver 6

“My community is awesome because the housing 
association helps a lot of people, including people 

with special needs. If I could change one thing in 
my community I would end obesity.” 

- Jordy N.
New York

“Thank you for Junior SCORES! I love 
my friends and soccer!” 

- Carmen P.
Bay Area

“I like soccer practice because I like to exercise and I 
like being outside with my team and with my friends. 
I also like the soccer games because they let me be 

myself all crazy and fun.” 

– Barbara L.
Milwaukee

“I like poetry because it’s a mix of light and 
darkness, and it represents most things.” 

- Sean H.
Cleveland

7

Poet-athletes from America SCORES 
cities embarked on a trip to New York 
City for the 5th Annual National Poetry 
SLAM! This year students performed at  
Harlem’s World Famous Apollo Theater, 
where countless performers began their 
road to stardom.

While in New York City for a 3-day 
weekend, America SCORES poet-
athletes also visited Times Square and 
the Statue of Liberty, played soccer in 
Central Park, and got a special tour of 
the Apollo Theater.

Southwest Airlines encourages you 
to keep writing and performing your 
poetry. After all, poetry is a symbol of 
freedom, a philosophy that Southwest 
Airlines lives by. So keep learning every 
day and making an impact on the 
world we share.

Dulce F., age 11
Dallas

America SCORES’ POETS
SHINE AT HARLEM’S 

WORLD FAMOUS 
APOLLO THEATERProud to be the Offi cial Airline of the 

America SCORES National Poetry SLAM!

SLAM!
National Poetry
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We Are the Achievers! 

We are the Achievers
The mighty, mighty 
Achievers.
Everywhere we go-oh, 
people want to know-oh
Who we are, so we tell 
them.

A – Amazing at what we 
do!
We Are!
C – Creative writers.
We Are!
H – Harlem, Spanish 
Harlem where we live.
We Are!
I – Intelligent Girls
We Are!
E – Encouraging are 
teammates always.
We Are!
V – Victorious!
We Are!
E – Especially good at 
soccer.
We Are!
R – Respectful to 
everyone!
We Are! 
S – Strong on and off the 
field.
We are the Achievers! 

The Achievers
PS 171 Girls Team 
New York

MY MOTHER 
DESSERT
I love you more than the 
water we drink,
More than the air we 
breathe,
More than the greasy 
food we eat.
I love you more than 100 
magic carpets 
flying in the sky.
More than the 5,000 
colorful fish swimming in 
the sea.
I love you as much as I 
love my brother.
I am your bright 
creature from the 
desert and you are my 
favorite chocolate cake 
that gives me ideas.
     
Ameerat E., age 10
Think College Now   
Bay Area

My Class 

My class is like a zoo 
when they scream a lot
My class looks like a 
snake when they get out 
of line
My class is like crazy 
monkeys
when they talk a lot
My class looks like traffic
when they are in line
My class is like a circus 
when they run around 
too much 
On the playground or at 
recess
My class are like tigers 
when they run so much 
or when they are really 
fast

Fernando G., age 10
Cesar Chavez Learning           
    Center 
Dallas

Recycle

When you don’t want a 
bicycle
You need to recycle
And when you don’t 
want your ring
You need to recycle that 
old thing.
And when you’re done 
with the stick of your 
Popsicle
You need to recycle
It’s a good thing
To recycle
We want my generation 
to enjoy the earth
So recycle because it 
has some worth
Just to see the circle of 
life
For me and my future 
wife.

Kobe H., age 10
Nance Elementary
St. Louis

                                                                                       

I Am a Tree

I am a tree
I like to shake my leaves
But when I shiver
My leaves wither
I won’t worry
Because I’ll grow more 
and more and more

Aaron C., age 10
Mattahunt School
New England

UNTITLED
When I come home I 
smell the wonderful 
essence of meat 
cooking on the grill.
I feel the prickly wet 
grass after the 
sprinklers turn off.
I taste the sweet soft 
empanadas de queso 
my dad brings home 
from the dulcería.
I see the old small 
houses in my 
neighborhood.
I wake up to the loud 
train horns in the middle 
of the night.

Jaqueline H., age 10
Eagleton Elementary
Denver

Weaponless World
 
No guns, no guns
No weapons at all
A world without weapons
No cops, no criminals
No gangs, no gang 
bangers
A world without violence
No guns, no guns
No gun shootouts, no 
gun deaths
A world without weapons
A world without violence
 
Chris C., age 11
Artemus Ward School
Cleveland

Bullies

Bullies are the worst
They put you in the nurse
Bullies are dumb
I sometimes have to run
I pee my pants
Sometimes they make 
me do a silly dance
They are such a fright
That I dream about them 
at night
They carry you around 
like a dummy
They make you feel 
crummy
But you can pick on me
Throw things at me
Make me cry
Ask me for money
You could beat me
Tease me
But I don’t play those 
games
Inside I’m strong, and 
you’re weak
Because you seek to 
mistreat
Now you see me, you’ve 
got to be like me
So come, and follow me

London H., age 10
Noyes Education 
    Campus
DC
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Color Me

Red…
Sounds like…Lady Gaga 
music. It sounds loud and 

crazy.
Tastes like…Fuego Taki’s

Smells like…chili
Looks like…fire

Feels like…Mountain Red Rock
Moves like…rushing every 

where it goes

Makia L., age 9
Cheltenham Elementary

Denver

The Color Blue

Sounds like an ocean
Tastes like blueberries

Smells like perfume
Looks like the sky
Feels like water

Alfonso A., age 10
Maple Elementary School

Seattle

Black Is ...

Black is the dark 
Black is a cave

Black is the computer
Black is the milk crate

Black tastes like burnt cookies
Black smells like yummy 

chocolate
Black sounds like bats 

on Halloween
Black feels like rocks 
beneath bare feet

Black looks like an erased 
chalkboard

Black makes me tired
Black is my favorite color

Natalie M., age 10
Willow School

Cleveland

Funny Yellow

Funny, yellow, bright as the sun,
Yellow you stink like yellow cheese

You are tall as a yellow giraffe with brown 
dots

Silly yellow you are my yellow folder that I 
would keep

You keep the world standing with a lot of 
light

So tasty like a bright yellow bun
I will always stand with you.

 
Isaiah O., age 11 

Patrick J. Kennedy School
New England

Green

The green apple reminds me of 
my country.

The grass is my favorite floor to picnic on.
The green leaf smells nice

because it’s my favorite color of a leaf 
in the light.
Green is!

If you know what I mean!
It is our job to keep the world clean 

and green.

Anthony M., age 10
Raymond Education Campus

DC
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Are You Ready Now?   

I used to be open 
minded by fairy tales 
and big clear diamonds
But now I see my mind is 
free, not blinded

The world used to be a 
fairy tale to me
But now the world is 
somewhat tricky I see!

I used to be a lifeless 
bore; when I was talking, 
they would snore.
But now I am a fierce 
tiger – 
Hear my loud roar!!!

Bam Bam!
Turn up the jam
We’re gonna rock this 
poetry slam!
What’s the dealio?
Wow Wow!
Oh wow!
You ready for Wildcats to 
rock the house?
Where’s the rock n’ roll?
Crazy fighter! Instant 
writer!
Why so shyyyy?
So get loud if you are 
ready 
for Johnson Wildcats! 
Yeah! Yeah! Yeah! 
Yeah! Yeah!
We will never be, NEVER 
BE anything but proud
in all the right ways.
Get up out your seat. Are 
you ready?
POETRY. 

Carmelisa R., age 10
Johnson Elementary
Chicago

Clouds

Clouds are good, 
Clouds are beautiful
You can see them, but 
you can’t touch them.
If you go in space they 
look blue
They are the wind
Beneath my feet,
Clouds, clouds, clouds

You, I can see you
But you can’t climb the 
wind.
But the wind can climb 
you
Clouds are beautiful 
Clouds are so cute 
Clouds, clouds, clouds
Just stay like you.

Jyda B., age 9 
Orchard Gardens Pilot      
    School
New England

Lucky Stars Rule! 

It was my first year 
playing soccer
I was filled with 
energy
I was running with joy! 
We all scored goals! 
I feel so powerful in 
soccer
I feel like a champion in 
soccer! 
Our team was filled with 
excitement and joy! 

Brigitte Y., age 9 
PS 192
New York

A Poem

A poem comes from 
your heart and mind.
When it comes from your 
heart it is very kind.
It goes in people’s minds 
and hearts.
It goes fast like a cart in 
a mini mart.
It stays in your head. 
Like what other people 
said.
 
Kenia G., age 12
Braddock Drive 
    Elementary 
LA

My Great Grandmother 

Why, why did my great 
grandmother die?
Why did this have to 
happen so soon, so sad.
If I had a time machine 
I’ll go back in time and 
see her alive
It would be amazing to 
see my great 
grandmother alive and 
breathing
I’ll ask her to come to 
the present time with me.
To let her live longer and 
see the future years of 
my family
But I don’t have a time 
machine
She can only visit me in 
my dreams

Ivan G., age 8
Cesar Chavez Learning 
    Center
Dallas

Rainbow

Once there was no 
happiness.
There was rain with 
black clouds.
Days passed.
People were sad.
Kids hadn’t played.
There were kings without 
music. 
Music wasn’t on streets.
Everybody lost their 
beat.
At church people would 
cry all day.
Bells didn’t ring.
A bright light came.
It was the bright sun.
Then a beautiful 
rainbow came.
People had happiness!

Zussete A., age 10
Hayes Bilingual 
    Elementary
Milwaukee

Lightning

When I see the 
lightning I am fighting 
My second best team is 
Tennessee Titans 
My brother used to play 
for Marshall Heights 
Bisons 
My grandmother needs 
to get her license 
There’s a man who 
boxes named Mike 
Tyson 
I see my father on the 
porch dicing 
When I go in the freezer, 
the food is icing 
When I finish fighting I 
need to tell my friends 
stop heistin’ 
This the end of my case, 
shorty

Kareemah S., age 11
Aiton Elementary 
DC

Untitled

Roses are red as a heart.
The sky is like an ocean.
An orange is like the sun.
A cherry is like a bouncy 
ball.
A broccoli is like a tree.
A pear is like a green 
apple.
A banana is like the 
moon.
Ice cream is like snow.
A peach is like a clock.
A tomato is like a red 
ball.

Johana R., age 10
Hillcrest Elementary
Bay Area
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Soccer ball,
soccer ball;
You and me,
me and you
You have one goal.
I have two...

You hit the net,
I get the score
You can bet...
I will roar

Boys Team
Buhrer School
Cleveland

You make me feel UNSTOPPABLE!
Like nobody can hurt me.

The world is mine.
You can always calm me down and make me 

feel free.
You give me those indescribable strong feelings 

deep inside,like no one else could give me
EXCEPT YOU!!!

The sweet breeze running through my fl owing 
hair...

Who are you?...It’s you SOCCER.

Marlene T., age 9
School

Bay Area

Soccer rocks like the cool Tony Hawk
When we all score

the crowd roars...like thunder
We run so fast like a lightning bolt.

The opponents acn’t imagine the jolt
That their team is about to feel.

The goal is strong like a wall
He blocks the shots of all

Of all the opponents
Just standing in the sun having fun

Our team will not give up,
not today or tomorrow

But soccer is not about winnin’,
It’s about having fun and chillin’!

Boys Team
Whitney Elementary

Chicago

Practicing and practicing everyday
Getting enough energy so we can play.

Soon enough we have to rest
Getting sips of water to catch our breath.

Then comes the big game night
When we have to battle and fi ght,
But there goes the tiny soccer ball

What if we trip and fall?
But don’t worry at all

We have lots of confi dence
We won’t fall.

The scores get higher as we make goals.
And everybody shouts
Whoa! Whoa! Whoa!

Then the next thing we know we won.
But remember we came here to have fun.

Faith B., age 12
Henry Grew School

New England

I like to watch soccer 
players play soccer.
They can kick the ball 
as a team.
The balls fl y high in the 
sky.
I love how they dribble 
around.
I love how they throw 
the ball.
It opens our hears 
to know how to play 
soccer.

Henry B., age 10
Carter F. Woodson
Atlanta

When we play and
practice it’s like we’re

in a family together.
When somebody

doesn’t know what to do
we talk to each other and 

practice until we get it.
When someone scores on our 

goalkeeper we support him 
and keep trying.

It doesn’t matter if we win or 
lose we are still going to e a 

family and team.
We are a family and a

team and we will never
forget that. 

Team Poem
Truesdell Education

Campus
DC

Look at me.
Can you see?

I have lots of fame
Especially in a 
soccer game.

I am in the 5th grade
Good grades are being 

made.
I love reading and math.

Success is the way of my path.

I think about Uganda a lot.
I wish I can meet you on the 

spot?
                                                                                                     

DeShon M., age 11
Nance Elementary

St. Louis
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What Is That?

What’s that lurking 
behind those cattails?
Its eyes are large, 
poking through the bogs
My! My! My! It’s a 
Bullfrog

What’s that lurking 
behind those cattails?
Its skin has scales and it 
looks like slime
It slides like a thin dime.
It seems to awake...
My! My! My! It’s a water 
snake!

What’s that lurking in 
that swamp?
It’s moving fast like 
lightning in a flash
Seems like a chase or a 
dash
Wow! It gulps a beetle 
like he’s never been fed
My! My! My! It’s a black 
bullhead!

I believe something has 
caught my eye
It’s always wet a part of 
the year,
I thought with a sigh…
I grabbed a book with 
my hands
Oh! Oh! Oh! It’s about 
the Wetlands!!!
                                                                                                   
Kobe H., age 10
Nance Elementary
St. Louis

Spiders

Spiders, spiders, 
everywhere making 
eggs.
Terrible spiders don’t 
dance, they just lay 
eggs.
Under the ground, 
dance with one another 
instead of the 
Vampires glow, who 
knew?
Why?  Very soon spiders 
hatch and start the 
wobbly, wobbly dance.

They’ll never stop 
dancing the wobbly, 
wobbly dance until
exactly at midnight!

Karla M., age 8
J.W. Riley Elementary
Milwaukee

Black History

Black history makes me 
sparkle.
It blows me away.
Black history hushes my 
fat mouth up.
It makes me drop like an 
anchor and a bomb.
I love black history.

AeRonde B., age 8
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta

Family

My family is lovely  
My family is wild
My family is a pain in 
the butt
My family’s feelings are 
kinda sad, mad, funny
My family is mad when 
we don’t clean up
My family is happy 
when we get new stuff
My family is sad when 
something breaks
My family makes me 
shine 
My family is a shiny gold 
star
My family is a wonderful 
generation

Adan S., age 11
Cesar Chavez Learning            
    Center
Dallas

Come Halloween...

Pumpkin
Pumpkin
Little pumpkin
Why aren’t you big?
You look like a dwarf,
but I still love you.
Come Halloween you’ll 
have beautiful teeth.

Jahnell L., age 11
Mather School
New England

MY FAMILY 
Makes me shine

Recipe of Us
 
Amari: 10 teaspoons of 
fashion
Viviane: 7 cups of love
Both: 70 grams of 
rudeness
Viviane: 1000 cups of 
cuteness
Both: 20 pieces of 
soccer
Amari: 90 gallons of diva
Viviane: A dab of 
fragrance
Amari: 1 tablespoon of 
smartsies
Both: Mix it all together
Viviane: Cherry on top
Amari: And you’ve got 
us
 
Viviane U., age 10
Braddock Drive 
    Elementary
LA

My Thoughts

What am I thinking 
about?
I hate boys!
They say they are cool,
But they’re not.
Girls run this!
We just want to be 
friends.

Kentrella T., age 9
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta
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HOW TO BE 
YOUR BEST
Diego Fagundez

Position: Forward
Height: 5’8”
Weight: 140
Born:  February 14, 1995
Hometown: Montevideo, Uruguay

  

A strong team is one that has skilled and smart individual players who consistently play at their best 
together.  As you set out to accomplish your goals for this year, on and off the field, keep these tips in 
mind. I remind myself of these every day. It’s what helps me make an impact in life.

• Practice. Get out there, focus, and do what you love to do. 

• Get Active. Enjoy the outdoors every chance you get; it’s a great way to stay healthy, clear 
your mind and think                     

• Be supportive. That includes your family, friends, coaches, teachers, community, and, of  
   course, your actual teammates! 

• Dream big. Don’t give up on your dreams because you never know where they can take you. 

• Keep learning. Learning is a lifelong process. The more you read, research, and learn, the               
   more you will know and can apply to what you do. 
 
• Listen. Teachers, friends, teammates, and family can provide great advice. Listen to what they                
   say – they want to help you be your best!

17

Diego Fagundez is a 16-year old 
professional soccer player with the 
New England Revolution.



COMO SER MEJOR
Diego Fagundez

Posisión: Delantero
Altura: 5’8”
Peso:  140
Fecha de nacimiento: Febrero 14, 1995
Lugar de nacimiento:      Montevideo, Uruguay

Un equipo fuerte es un equipo que tiene jugadores individuales capacitados e inteligente que 
constantemente dan lo mejor de si a nivel individual y colectivo. Tal como se definen para lograr las 
metas para este año, dentro y fuera del campo, mantenga estos consejos en mente. Me recuerdo de 
estos todos los días. Estos conceptos me aydan todos los dias hacer un impacto en la vida.

• Practica. Concentrate, y haz lo que te gusta hacer.

• Mantente activo. Disfrutan del aire libre siempre que pueden; es una buena manera
   de mantenerse saludables y despejar la mente.

• Apoye a su equipo. Eso incluye a su familia, amigos, entrenadores, maestros, tu comunidad y 
   tus compañeros actuales!

• Sueñen en grande. Nunca abandones tus sueños porque nunca sabes donde te puede llevar.

• Sigan aprendiendo.  El aprendizaje es un proceso permanente.  Cuanto más se lee, 
   investigan, y aprenden, cuanto más se conoce y se puede aplicar a lo que haces.

• Escuchen. Maestros, compañeros, amigos y familia ofrecen buenos consejos.  Escuche a lo que          
   dicen ya que sólo están tratando de ayudarte a ser mejor! 18

Diego Fagundez tiene 16 años de edad y es 
un jugador profesional de fútbol con los New 
England Revolution.



Learning Every Day

I participated in America SCORES
New York in 2003. Today, 

remembering how special 
America SCORES was to me, I’m 

giving back as a volunteer in 
the national office. I’m learning 

every day and designing the 
Kicker! magazine for you, hoping 
that you too are inspired to make 

an impact in our world.

Yaritza C., age 18
America SCORES Alumna

Creative Designer

GrowiNg Up to 

Make aN Impact...
200,000 HOURS SERVING COMMUNITIES 
NATIONWIDE

200 SERVICE-LEARNING PROJECTS TO BETTER 
OUR WORLD

7,500 leaders with the tools to do aNythiNg 
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The Lion in My Hair

This…this was a long 
time ago
Back when I had hair
When I had hair
Everything seemed to 
get caught up in it.
And I was wondering 
why
Then I decided there 
was a lion in my hair.

The lion in my hair,
It used to be very 
curious
And it caught a lot of 
stuff
Like lint, string, and 
butterfly wings.
Just like in my teacher’s 
Ms. Rachel’s poem
Wait wait wait
I meant my teacher Ms. 
Angel’s poem. 

Then my mom got tired 
of picking all that
Crazy stuff in my hair
So she decided to cut 
the lion in my hair off
That was sad for me
When the lion in my hair 
went away.

Kameron Q., age 9
PS 171
New York

My Big Words

My big words are BIG!
They are powerful.
More powerful than the 
Darth Vader building.
My words are strong.
Strong like God.
Stronger than mankind!
My words are big!
My words are “love”

Martino T., age 9
Highland Park 
    Elementary
Seattle

Almost a Date

Went to the beauty 
shop to get some curls
When I came out, I was 
a gorgeous girl.
Little bit later, I met a 
handsome guy.
Knees got weak, I got a 
little shy.
Then he asked me out 
on a date
I was ready, but 
feeling faint.
“Maybe, another time,” 
I said.
Then I went home and 
went to bed!

Midalis D., age 11
Windlake Elementary
Milwaukee

I Am From

I am from the place 
where fresh tacos from 
my mom’s kitchen fill 
the air.
I am from the place 
where ripe fruit grows 
on trees.
I am from the place 
where the sound of 
catchy music fills 
people’s heads.
I am from the place 
where people fought for 
their freedom.
I am from the place 
where bright red 
flowers bloom.
I am from the place 
where my dad learned 
to tango.
I am from the place 
where beautiful 
Spanish words
Fill the air.

Nadia R., age 9
Eagleton Elementary
Denver

Water’s Incredible 
Journey

First I was in the deep 
blue ocean
Then I evaporated 
smoothly into the 
clouds
I fell as crystal white 
snow on a cold slippery 
glacier
And then I melted like 
butter into a river
Again, I evaporated 
into the clouds
I fell as I rained into the 
ocean like rocks in a 
lake
I went back and forth 
for 4 weeks
Later, I was a cloud; I 
rained down on some 
plants like a waterfall
Most of my water sank 
through the ground
Gee! That was an 
Incredible Journey
                                                                                                      
Tyson B., age 10
Nance Elementary       
St. Louis

I Am Harriet Tubman!

I am a soul in the wind 
the faith in the Bible the 
hope for us all if you 
notice my importance
I am special to all
No matter what race, 
culture or anything
I am Harriet Tubman!
I fought for freedom no 
matter what
I never gave up, 
I always went up.
I followed my star
And never lost sight
I am Harriet Tubman!
We are Harriet Tubman!
We are brave, intelligent 
and bold
We freed the slaves to 
have their own,
The power of the people 
we hold!   

Group Poem
Tubman Elementary
DC

My World Is Me

My world is 
Me
It looks like
Me
And it tastes
Like me.
The world has
different colors,
I have different
colors. I can’t
believe the
world is talking
to me. I just
wish I could
live in it! I AM 
living in the 
world!
The world is me!

Loreliz P., age 10
James W. 
    Hennigan 
    School
New England

MY WORDS 
Are strong

What I Have Inside Me

I have a dragon in me
That loves to play 
soccer
That cannot be 
destroyed
That is of rock
That is fiery
I have a lion
That wants to be a 
dragon
That needs practice in it
That has valor in it
I have a secret treasure 
in me
That has talent in it
And the treasure cannot 
be destroyed

Alexander E., age 9
Junipero Serra
Bay Area
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I Promise To…
 
I promise to...try to help 
the world
By cleaning up litter 
and trash when I see it
I promise to...try to help 
the world
By helping homeless 
animals and caring for 
them
I promise to...help the 
world
By planting gardens 
that are good for the 
environment
I promise to...give to 
people in need
I promise to...try to help 
the world
By doing all in my 
power
And I will.
 
Kassandra B., age 10
Walton School
Cleveland

What Is Love?

Love smells like a warm 
strawberry pie
Love tastes like sweet 
milk chocolate
Love feels like my 
mother’s good night kiss
Love is like a seed
You can’t force it to 
grow

I wonder, What is Love?
I ask, What is Love?

Love looks like the warm 
sun shining on me
Love tastes like zingy 
tomatoes
Love sounds like flower 
petals falling
Love looks like 
teammates working 
together

I wonder, What is Love?
I ask, What is Love?

Love feels like a soft 
furry blanket
Love looks like red 
hearts
Love seems like a brand 
new day
Love smells like red
roses
Love tastes like fresh 
cherries falling from my 
tree

I wonder, What is Love?
I ask, What is Love?

Girls Team
Bailey Gatzert
    Elementary 
Seattle

What Colors Look Like

The color green sounds 
like the people running 
in the soccer field.
The color blue looks like 
the birds flying in the 
sky.
The color yellow tastes 
like macaroni and 
cheese.
The color brown smells 
like chocolate cake.
The colors black and 
white, I feel the soccer 
ball.
The color red looks like 
lava coming out of the 
volcano.
The color purple sounds 
like my SCORES team 
playing soccer and 
scoring lots of goals.
The colors red, white, 
and green represents 
me and my country, 
Mexico.
Mexico is in my heart.
I love colors!

Sebastian Z., age 8
Hayes Bilingual 
    Elementary
Milwaukee

Recess 

I was barely 
coming outside                                                                             
When everyone 
started running all 
around                                                                          
Then I realized

We were out in the 
playground 
I ran to the ring of 
soccer                                                      
Then they gave us a ball
Everyone ran toward it
I almost started to fall

They passed me the ball
I started to run
Everyone said it
was supposed to be fun

I ran and I ran
Then I shook every 
player
I was running
In just one layer

I couldn’t get enough
I was having so much 
fun
That was good stuff

Jesus O., age 10
Cesar Chavez 
    Learning Center 
Dallas

Dream Wide Awake

When I sleep
I get nightmares
I get freaked out
I hope it doesn't 
happen again.
I think I know why I get 
nightmares.
I'm a prankster!
I'm a monster!
What's gotten into me?
I see their faces and I 
don't see a smile.
Instead, I see ugly 
monsters. 
The world used to be 
hard to me
But now the world is soft 
I see

Niyah W., age 8
Johnson School
Chicago

Untitled

The best scholars
Work as a team
Get an education
Get rich
Get a car
Learn chemistry.

AeRonde B., age 8
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta
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My Community

My community is nice. 
It feels like I am skating 
on ice.
I like the view. The sky is 
so blue.
What is up with your 
mood???
It’s my community, mine 
just mine, and I can 
make it shine!!!
The sound of my 
happy community 
makes me want to 
dance.
I know they say poems 
don’t have to rhyme but I 
just like my 
poems to shine like the 
sun!
They give me the 
experience that I need in 
my life.
For that I call America 
SCORES super duper 
nice.
America SCORES is a 
part of me and I am a 
part of America SCORES.
And that’s what makes 
my community shine.
IT’S MINE, JUST MINE, AND 
I CAN MAKE IT SHINE!!!

Zaccheus H., age 10
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta

What Community 
Means to Me

What community means 
to me is home.
Home to people. 
Home to us. 
Home to all the persons 
in the world.
Our community will 
always be our home 
wherever we are.

Lakshmi A., age 11
Newlon Elementary
Denver

Window to My 
Community

Boom boom pow
Next thing you know
Bodies on the ground
I look out my window
You know what I see?
I see lyin’, cryin’
Death and hate
Next thing you know
It’s all too late
This has to STOP!
This has to END!
Because it’s passing 
away my family and 
friends
Death, death
Hate, hate
Wait a minute, 
wait, wait
Is friendship better than 
lyin’?
Is happiness worth the 
tryin’?
Can we fix it or can we 
not? 
Because it’s my 
community and it’s gotta 
stop!

Antonio W., age 11
Pope School
Chicago

Community

I see trees, I see bees
The sky is blue, the seals 
are blue,
I love soccer, and you 
should too.
 
I see poor people 
crying for help
I see people smoking
I see people making 
noises
I wish things like these 
would stop.
 
My community 
is good
What makes it great is 
the trees and the parks
It is so good when ever 
you go
You always get a hello.
 
Jonathan C., age 10
Longfellow Elementary
Bay Area

MY COMMUNITY

If I Could Build a Town 

If I could build a town,
The schools would have 
to change
The teachers would be 
much more nicer
The drinkers would be a 
little more icier 
And the principal would 
be twenty-one
Recess would be an 
hour
The school would run on 
solar power
The lunch would 
always be catered
The janitors would throw 
up peace signs
And when school was 
out, we’d yell

Justin W., age 11
Washington 
    Elementary
St. Louis

The Environment

The environment is so 
peaceful and quiet. The 
people think of ways to 
save it. 
Some people choose to 
destroy it.  
What will you choose to 
do?

David H.,
Jefferson Elementary
St. Louis
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What was your favorite part about playing in 
the FIFA Women’s World Cup in Germany?
Winning the quarter-finals against Brazil! It was 
a very exciting game and a lot of people were 
watching back home!  

What did you enjoy most in Germany? 
(other than playing soccer!)
Seeing different cities and trying new food.  

What was your favorite thing to eat in 
Germany?
Sausages! 

What is your typical workout and healthy 
eating routine?
I workout 6 days a week, mostly playing soccer.  
I also lift weights. I try to eat well, too, because 
my body is important to me and my career. I 
try to eat a balanced diet and I drink A LOT of 
water.

Growing up, who were your role models?
My brothers, coaches, and teachers. I also liked 
Mia Hamm and the US National Team!

What has been your proudest moment on the 
soccer field?
Winning the National Championship game 
as a senior in college at UNC. To go out a 
champion is really cool! It was a great team win 
and everyone played a part.

What was your favorite subject in school and 
why?
Social Studies. I found it interesting to learn 
about the past and different places around the 
world. 

What advice do you have for America 
SCORES poet-athletes?
Control what you can control everyday - your 
attitude, your work ethic, and the way you treat 
others.

What have you enjoyed most in your 
experience volunteering with America 
SCORES?
I have enjoyed seeing the kids grow up and 
mature through the program. In LA, many of 
the graduates of the program come back and 
volunteer themselves!  That is really cool to see. 

Heather O’Reilly

Heather O’Reilly, America SCORES spokesperson, is a 
forward for Sky Blue FC and the US Women’s 
National Team.

  9 Questions for #9!
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Soccer Word
Scramble

croesc
aligoe

eefddrne

orthw in

rhaede
oalg
afodrrw
algo kkci

hsni srdaug

rcerno ikck

inspire
engage
empower

community

together
dream
goals
aspire
believe
leader
teamwork

commitment

learn
career
dedication

self motivation

listen
persevere

discipline

action
positive

Can you fi nd these words?

Look at the clues and see if you can 
make new words by changing just one 

letter in each of these words:1.  Change PEAR into an animal.2.  Change GIVE into a number.3.  Change SHOP into something you 
wear.

Mix It Up

soccer, goalie, defender, throw in, header, goal, forward, goal kick, 
shin guards, corner kick 
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Special thanks to America SCORES Cleveland.
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Red

Red tastes like cold 
strawberries.
Feels as hard as a red 
big brick.
Red moves like a fast big 
red racing car.
Tastes as good as a big 
red shiny apple.
Red looks like a big red 
firetruck.
Red smells like tasty 
tomato sauce.

Jonathan P., age 8
Munroe Elementary
Denver

Free Woman

I am a free woman! As 
you can see!
No other woman is as 
free as me!
People say that I’m sour 
as a pickle, but I think 
I’m sweet as ice cream.
I’m bursting with flavor.
Some people believe 
I’m as mean as the 
green Grinch on 
Christmas Day, but 
honey!
You don’t know me yet, 
because I’m 
actually meaner than a 
bull!
But I say, no need to 
hate, because we’re all 
beautiful!
& really, I’m a cheetah – 
fast talking, fast 
walking & a fast writing 
girl.
I am free.

Lanayia S., age 10
C.W. Harris Elementary 
DC

The Speech

I’m the speech of 
human kind
But no one cares
Because I’m black.
I learned. I worked.
But not free
I have a lot of work
Till I’m free.
But no one I know has 
Freedom cause their 
skin
Is the color of me.
Nat Turner fought for his 
freedom
All I see is freedom
Brave, big and bold
All I see is Harriet 
Tubman
Zoom, zoom she’s gone
In a flash, 
To the north
And I see other slaves
From the back.
No matter the pain
There’s power in Black
My words in black
I’m proud of my 
freedom
And proud to be black.

Akilae S., age 11
Tubman Elementary
DC

Being Mad

Being mad makes me 
look sad.
It makes me look like a 
volcano.
It makes me look red.
I feel like lava.
This is how I feel and 
look
When I am mad.

Kaliq B., age 9
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta

Peace

Peace is nonviolence. 
Peace is a flower 
sitting in a garden. 
Peace is working 
together. 
Peace is the sound 
of waves. 
Peace is love. 
Peace is a cool breeze. 
Peace is happiness. 
Peace is helping others. 

Michael M., age 9
John Muir Elementary
Bay Area

Bullying Is Cruel
 
They tease me 
constantly
Because I’m me
I don’t belong, so they 
talk…..
Don’t they see?
Just loud enough for me 
to hear
Their words burn in my 
ears
It makes me feel bad 
and pushes me away
My sadness cries and 
I’m left with my tears
Stop! Come back! I want 
to shout
No one cares
But all I know is
That bullying is cruel!
 
Brandy S., age 10
Walton School
Cleveland  

A Flower

I rise up when the sun 
comes
I shine towards the sun
I bloom in the spring
I give nectar to the bees
Butterflies cheer for the 
sunflowers
I smell honey by the 
trees
I hear bees buzzing
I am like the rose that is 
red with love

That rose is red
That blue bell is blue
My favorite is the rose
Roses mean blue
Roses mean red 
Roses are like rubies
Roses are what I share

I am purple like when I 
run out of breath
I see kids playing in the 
park
I feel people touching 
me
I can taste the cool 
water in the air
The water glitters like 
stars on me
I smell delicious

I smell like rosy perfume 
floating in the air
I smell great like the 
forest
I can hear the wind 
blowing
I hate when the wind
pushes me to the 
ground
I will always love living in 
the tropical forest
So bye bye for a long 
time until spring. 

The Lucky Stars 
PS 192 Girls Team
New York
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Atlanta
Students decided to 

address crosswalk safety 
in their community. They 

learned more about 
crosswalk safety, made 

announcements at 
school, and brought in 
a crossing guard as a 

guest speaker.

New England
Jackson Mann teams 

planned 
and painted a giant mural 

to cover up graffiti and 
gang related 

“tagging” on their 
playground.  

Seattle
The Maple Elementary 
boys’ and girls’ soccer 
teams worked together 
and held several after 
school bake sales to 
raise money for the 

Seattle Humane 
Society.  

Denver
America SCORES 

students made posters
 and t-shirts for 

themselves to wear to 
raise awareness about 

bullying. 

Bay Area
  Bret Harte, Cleveland 

and Junipero Serra 
Elementary Schools,  

raised more than $1,500 to 
benefit Japan Red 
Cross Relief efforts.    

MAKING AN IMPACT
As community leaders 

Through more than 200,000 hours of service, America SCORES students completed hundreds of 
projects, making an incredible impact on communities nationwide and across the world.
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Last spring, Cesar Chavez 
Public Charter Middle School 
for Public Policy focused its 
service-learning project on 
depression. After examining 
the school community and 
conducting online research, 
students noticed that the root 
of problems such as bullying, 
poor performance in school 
and even homelessness, is 
depression. To create 
awareness about the 
problem and present 
solutions and guidance for 
students, the DC SCORES 
group teamed up to create 
a music video that they then 
showed to the entire school 
community. Eighth-grader 
Imani J. said, “I’m very excited 
just for the chance through 
our service-learning project 
to help other kids who fight 
depression. It means a 
lot to me.”

DC
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My Pet

My pet is a dog and is 
fun
I play with him outside 
and play in the park
But he gets mad at me 
one of these times.
We watch movies and 
cartoons on TV and we 
run.
I love my dog and he 
loves me so much.
I take him to walk in 
the park.
We read together and 
we paint and he helps 
to clean, 
The bed and put 
decorations on a 
Christmas tree.
He was a good dog.

Hugo C., age 9
Cesar Chavez 
    Learning Center
Dallas

I Am

I am a soccer player
I am a poet
I am a tiger with green 
eyes
 
I am October 4th
Because that’s when I 
came to life
I am purple
Like a flower that is 
blooming
 
I am a sound
That is walking as quiet 
as can be
I am water
Because it’s shy when it 
wants to come out
 
I am shy
Sporty
And quiet
And I am music
That comes from 
sunshine
 
Tanializ F., age 11
R.G. Jones School
Cleveland

N

A nighttime blues.
A nice walk in the 
summer. 
A nutty chocolate bar.
A night breeze in a 
cool night.
N is nice.
N is me. 

Najiyah D., age 9
PS 171
New York

Team Cheer

WE LOVE SCORES, WE 
NEVER GET BORED
PLAYERS ARE COOL 
AND SO IS SCHOOL
WE PLAY FAIR AND 
NEVER PULL HAIR
ON THE FIELD WE ARE 
STARS
WE ARE TOUGH, BUT 
DON’T PLAY ROUGH
OUR FOCUS:  
TEAMWORK, 
COMMITMENT, 
LEADERSHIP
WE ARE THE MIGHTY 
MAPLE MONARCHS!

Boys Team
Maple Elementary
Seattle

La Luna Amora

La luna amora
es encantadora
de serpientes con 
cuatros dientes
la luna amora
lleva un pañuelo
y se tapa la cara
cuando va por el cielo
la luna amora
es encantadora
la luna amora
luna que enamora

Rudeimi B., age 11
Marie Reed Learning 
    Center
DC

Yankees

Yankees are the best, 
Red Sox are the pest
We’ve got Jeter, who 
ain’t no cheater.
Yankees had a lot of 
knocks,
Many more than stinky 
sox.
When Yankees get a 
grand slam win
Sox fans frown, pin 
stripes grin.
Dreams of hot dogs 
and soda
Beef franks and Coca 
Cola.
What it is to be a fan
Hope to see you in the 
stands.

Ezekiel F., age 11
William E. Russell             
    School 
New England

Blue

Blue is cool. We rule!
Blue is tight. We know 
how to bite.
Blue is nice, we can roll 
the dice.
We can rack up the 
spice.
Blue is the king when in 
the ring.
Blue is a great team, 
we are totally extreme.
Blue is the master, we 
are totally faster. 
You should be crazy for 
blue because blue is 
for you, and our crowd 
is so loud!
Blue is funny, we make 
a lot of money. 
When blue is in a race, 
you need to pick up 
the pace because I’m 
in this race without a 
trace. 

Amari J., age 11
Palms Elementary
LA

Soccer

I like to watch people 
play soccer.
I like how he and she 
play soccer.
I love how I dribble the 
ball
And do ball taps.
I love the way soccer 
coaches
Get me ready for a 
game.

Kaliq B., age 9
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary
Atlanta
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Atlanta
Carter F. Woodson
    Elementary

Bay Area
Oakland
Westlake Middle        
    School 

San Francisco
Bret Harte 
    Elementary
Bryant Elementary
Cleveland 
    Elementary
ER Taylor Elementary
Hillcrest Elementary
John Muir 
    Elementary
Junipero Serra 
    Elementary
Longfellow 
    Elementary 
Marshall Elementary
Mission Education
Paul Revere 
    Elementary
Redding Elementary
Rosa Parks 
    Elementary
SF Community 
    Alternative
William L. Cobb
    Elementary 

West Contra Costa
Bayview Elementary 
Cesar Chavez 
    Elementary
Dover Elementary
Edward Downer   
     Elementary
Elizabeth Stewart   
    School
Ford Elementary
Lake Elementary
Stewart Elementary
Tara Hills Elementary

Chicago
Castellanos 
    Elementary
Catalyst Charter   
    School
Chalmers
    Elementary
Corkery Elementary

Eli Whitney 
    Elementary
Johnson Elementary
Pilsen Academy
Pope Elementary
Washington Irving   
    Elementary

Cleveland
Artemus Ward
    Elementary
Buhrer Elementary
Fullerton Elementary
Michael R. White
    Elementary
Robinson G. Jones
    Elementary
Union Elementary
Willow Elementary
Wade Park
    Elementary
Walton Elementary

Dallas
Anson Jones 
    Elementary 
Cesar Chavez 
    Learning Center
Lida Hooe 
    Elementary 
Maple Lawn  
    Elementary 
Stevens Park 
    Elementary

DC
Aiton Elementary 
Anne Beers 
    Elementary 
Arts and Technology   
    Academy 
Bancroft Elementary 
Brightwood Education    
    Campus 
Brookland Education   
    Campus 
Burrville Elementary   
    School 
César Chávez Public 
Charter Middle School    
    for Public Policy – 
    Parkside 
    Campus 
Columbia Heights 
    Education Campus 
C.W. Harris
    Elementary 

H.D. Cooke 
    Elementary 
Howard Road 
    Academy 
Hyde Leadership 
    Public Charter   
Dr. John Hayden 
    Johnson Middle         
    School 
Kelly Miller Middle   
    School 
MacFarland Middle   
     School 
Marie Reed 
   Learning Center 
Moten Elementary 
Noyes Education   
    Campus 
Oyster-Adams 
    Bilingual School 
Raymond Education   
    Campus 
Shaw Middle School at  
    Garnet-Patterson 
Thomson 
    Elementary 
Truesdell Education   
    Campus 
Tubman Elementary 
Wheatley Education   
    Campus

Denver
Barnum Elementary
Brown International   
    Academy
Cheltenham 
    Elementary
CMS Community   
    School
Cowell Elementary
Eagleton Elementary
Gust Elementary
Knapp Elementary
Munroe Elementary
Newlon Elementary

LA
Braddock Drive    
     Elementary
Charnock Road 
    Elementary 
Palms Elementary
Palms Middle School

Milwaukee
Hayes Bilingual 
    Elementary

J.W. Riley Elementary
Lincoln Avenue 
    Elementary
Windlake 
    Elementary
Windlake Academy

New England
Donald McKay
Henry Grew School 
Jackson Mann   
    School
James W. Hennigan   
    School
John F. Kennedy
John Marshall    
    School
Mather School
Mattahunt School
Mildred Ave School
Orchard Gardens   
    Pilot School
Patrick J. Kennedy   
    School
William Russell   
    School

New York
PS 171 Patrick Henry       
    School 
PS 192 Jacob Schiff   
    School
PS 325

Seattle
Bailey Gatzert 
    Elementary
Dunlap Elementary
Highland Park 
    Elementary
Maple Elementary
Roxhill Elementary

St. Louis
Barack Obama   
    Elementary
Patrick Henry 
    Elementary 
Nance Elementary 
Jefferson 
    Elementary  
Washington 
    Elementary
Walbridge 
     Elementary 

America SCORES Schools 2011

VERY SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR WRITING AND SOCCER COACHES!
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America SCORES 
National Office
520 8th Avenue

Suite 201C
New York, NY 10018

212-868-9510

America SCORES 
Cleveland

3631 Perkins Avenue
Unit 2CE

Cleveland, OH 44114
216-881-7988

America SCORES 
Denver

4900 W. 29th Avenue
Denver, CO 80212

303-832-5879

America SCORES 
New York

520 8th Avenue 
Suite 201C

New York, NY 10018
646-660-0404

America SCORES 
St. Louis

4236 Lindell Blvd. 
Suite 204

St. Louis, MO 63108
314-533-0302

America SCORES LA
3685 Motor Avenue

Suite 110 
Los Angeles, CA 90034

310-204-6455

America SCORES 
Chicago

222 S. Morgan Street
Suite 4C

Chicago, IL 60607
312-666-0496

America SCORES
Atlanta

PO Box 11201
Atlanta, GA 30310

404-803-0390

America SCORES 
Bay Area

400 Alabama Street
San Francisco, CA 94110

415-486-1310

America SCORES 
Dallas

1700 Commerce Street 
Suite 920

Dallas, TX 75202
214-760-8133

America SCORES 
Milwaukee

7101 W. Good Hope Rd.
Milwaukee, WI 53223

414-358-2510 x208

America SCORES 
Seattle

2450 6th Ave South 
Suite 203

Seattle, WA 98134
206-988-1000

DC SCORES
1224 M Street, NW 

Suite 200
Washington, DC 20005

202-393-6999

America SCORES 
New England

29 Germania Street 
Jamaica Plain, MA 02130

 617-472-6737

America SCORES 
Portland

c/o AC Portland
5055 N. Greeley Avenue

Portland, OR 97217
971-234-2755

America SCORES would like to thank the following 
supporters who give more than $100,000 to grow the 

minds and bodies of youth across the country:

THE EISNER 
FOUNDATION


